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About Regional English Language O�ice:
 

The Regional English Language O�ice (RELO), part of the Public A�airs 
section of the United States Embassy in Pakistan, supports public diplomacy 
outreach through professional development opportunities for English language 

teachers and learners throughout Pakistan.

The RELO works through the Public A�airs Sections of the US Embassy 
and US Consulates to create and implement projects and programs related 
to English language teaching methodology by providing training opportunities, 
expertise and materials. The RELO O�ice in Pakistan is one of 25 such 
o�ices around the world and is coordinated by the U.S. Department of 
State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural A�airs, O�ice of English 

Language Programs. 
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Dear Access Student-Authors,

It is a privilege to read the stories wri�en by you, the Access students enrolled in 
the University of Poonch program.  Your stories are as varied and beautiful as the 

landscape of the Rawalakot, Kashmir region.

Firstly, congratulations on the impressive strides you have made both with regard to 
your English skills as well as your confidence.  I can see that there are many strong 
writers in the group, who can shape their creative energy into compelling stories.  The 
language you use is rich and the storylines are compelling, with each story standing 
out in its own distinct way.  Your voices and messages are clear and articulate, and 

you had me reading without a pause from the first story to the last.

Secondly, the range of topics you cover provide an excellent tour of all that a suc-
cessful Access program should represent.  From our own health to that of the planet, 

from American sign language to cross-cultural awareness, from volunteerism to 
activism, from poetry to art, and from gender based violence to women empower-
ment, your stories combined exhibit a sensitivity and thoughtfulness that I hope all 

Access programs around the globe emulate.  Thank you for proving that Access is so 
much more than solely improving one’s English.  

Congratulations on the giant step you have taken toward service and leadership, and 
toward an awareness of global issues and action.  May your newfound knowledge and 

approach to learning carry you through further studies.  And may you continue to 
support your families and communities in the interest of building a world that 

addresses and solves the key issues about which you write so eloquently.

My sincerest regards,

David Fay
Regional English Language O�icer

Public A�airs Section l Embassy of the United States of America
Islamabad, Pakistan



About Vision-Building Future:
 

Vision- Building Future is a registered non-profit organization founded in 
2015 to work for the development of individuals and communities through 

promoting education and peace.

Vision- Building Future is an initiative of five young Access alumni with a 
primary aim of creating a platform for the growth of individuals mainly 

from underprivileged and marginalized communities. VBF is a stance on the 
status of the youth of Pakistan and provide them constructive opportunities 
and trainings to get positive use their energies in advancement and dignity 
of the country. Despite of limited resources team Vision- Building Future 

has proved their competence through multiple communal projects. 

6



I am highly obliged to lead and be part of English Access Microscholarship Program 
(2019 – 2021) funded by Regional English Language O�ice (RELO) and implemented 
by Vision-Building Future at University of the Poonch, Rawalakot, AJK. The complete 
journey from being an Access Alumni to execute an Access program has been highly 

empowering for the entire VBF team. It was a chance for us to give back to the 
community by helping children from diverse and financially challenged backgrounds in 
order to develop an e�icient skillset which will be beneficial for them in the long 
run. Contemplating the entire process that the students have been through during 

these two years fills my heart with extreme gratitude.

Students developed deep understanding of English Language, gender equality, Human 
Rights, democracy and diversity through enhancement activities and summer 
intensive sessions. Access program also provided them a chance to learn the 

grammar through classroom and outdoor fun activities. We allowed the students to 
explore diverse cultures and reveal di�erences and commonalties of U.S. culture and 
Pakistani culture. Although physical classes got a�ected by the Covid-19 pandemic but 
through SHAPE program, students fully participated and had some interactive sessions 
with Sri Lankan Access Students and also with the VSFS Intern from USA. Through 
online sessions students learned to take classes through new apps such as ZOOM and 
other online platforms.  Access program enabled students to interact with unfamiliar 

people, places and situations to boost their confidence.

It is a pleasure and an honor to be able to witness the growth of these children. The 
program has helped these students in becoming more confident human beings. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank and appreciate our teachers who did not 
only adapted to the changes imposed due to pandemic but also helped the students 

get familiar to the online classes. Foremost I would like to congratulate and wish luck 
to our English Access Microscholarship Program (2019-2021) graduates. I hope with 

all my heart that this program assists all of them in fulfilling thier dreams.
Good Luck!

Waqas Asghar Sa�i
Program Manager

English Access Microscholarship Program (2019-2021)
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About University of The Poonch:

The University of Poonch is to build foundation for the educational 
opportunities under conducive environment to take the best advantages for 
the identification of self-reliance, wisdom, values, human potentials for the 

advancement of knowledge, development of skills and intellectuals to 
contribute and support the society for the be�erment of humanity. The 
University of Poonch, Rawalakot intends to be the premier center of 
excellence by adopting interactive methodologies and research while 

strengthening the positive historical and cultural values of the region. There 
are over 10 departments also including Computer Sciences, Eastern 

Medicines and Surgery, Administrative Sciences. The university faculty 
consists of more than 82 highly qualified and distinguished teachers; many 

of them have obtained higher degrees from renowned international 
organizations and institutions. Higher education is an essential component 

for the progress of a society and we provide this component to the 
individuals by providing accessible opportunities resulting in research and 

knowledge production, and also helpful for achieving the highest potential in 
life. The advancement in Information Technology gives a cu�ing edge to 

the vision of University of Poonch and our ultimate focus rests on 
achieving excellence in a host of contemporary and emerging fields of 

Information Technology.



Best wishes for ACCESS students from teachers
 

It must be a very proud moment for all of us. All of the hard work you 
have put in has paid o�. Access has empowered you to reshaping the 

future. Set the bar high enough to really make a real di�erence and wide 
enough to be sure everyone benefits. Nothing can stop you now to bring 
fruitful changes in your communities. You have a ticket to your dreams 

come true. Congrats to all the new Ambassadors of Access!
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INTRODUCTION
 

This Story Book is not just a collection 
of random stories, but it is su�used 

with the real-life challenges, 
experiences, valours and visions of our 
Access students. It is an amalgamation 
of dreams and aspirations of young 
minds who want to explore the world 
and stand out as the finest, eloquent 

versions of human beings.
 

We welcome our gracious audience to 
the world of love, emotions and 

ambitions!
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DEMOCRACY IN PRACTICE
Author : Bilal Ali

Asim has recently participated in a local body election of the students’ federation of his 
school. He had been elected as the president of the federation. All his contestants and 
even teachers were very surprised that how a shy boy like him can even stand for the 

post of president of the federation and showcase such a brilliant performance. Everybody 
was in u�er shock by the way he ran election campaign, convinced his voters, and made 

an impressive victory speech.

During the question-answer session after the victory speech, he was asked to tell how he 
turned towards students’ politics which he always hated. Then he told his story that he 
had recently completed a 02-year program which had not only turned a shy boy like him 
into a highly confident speaker but also helped him a lot to see things and issues with a 
di�erent perspective . He told them how he participated in an activity in Access program 
which had enlightened him with the real spirit of democracy. He explained how he was 

urged by his instructors to contest for the Access group president and how they all were 
trained to hold the elections in a purely democratic environment.

He further explained that Access program has completely changed his mind and he had 
now decided to become a pure democratic politician to serve his nation. He gave all 

credit to Access for his grooming and personality development.
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ACCESS- A SPARK THAT BRIGHTENS LIVES
Authoress: Malaika Nazir

Lightening flashed and the dark atmosphere was brightened for a li�le while. Sana was 
curiously watching the whole phenomenon. She sighed and thought if there could be a 
spark of light to brighten up her life. She was leading a miserable life. The doorbell rang. 
She thought who could be there in such weather. She opened the door and pleased to 
see her best friend at the door. She took her friend in and asked her why she was there 
in such a weather. She told Sana about the team of English Access Microscholarship 
Program that visited her school. She told her the detail of that program and forced her to 
go school with her on the next day.

Next day, Sana went to school with her friend. She was amazed to meet the Access 
team. Hesitatingly, she appeared in the interview and excited to know later that she has 
been selected. Her joy knew no bounds. All the selected students were told about the 
date to a�end the classes.

She started taking the classes and found herself in a new world full of activities and 
fun. Access teachers were not only teaching them English but they were also increasing 
their knowledge. With the passage of time, she had gained a vast treasure of knowledge 
and she became confident and bold. Her skills were polished. Her sense of deprivation 
was removed. After the two years of Access, she became an entirely new girl with great 
potential. She became able to look at the world with a di�erent outlook.

She thought about her desire to have some spark of light in her life and realized that 
Access was the spark which brightened her life. 
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SKILLED YOU ARE, SAFER YOU WILL BE.
Author : Ikram Pervaiz

One fine morning, Ikran was going to his school on the bicycle. Suddenly, a fast moving 
car came from behind and crossed him like a rocket and vanished. He hardly covered a 
half kilometre distance when he saw a terrible scene. The fast moving car was struck 

against a truck coming from opposite side. It was a dreadful scene for him. All the three 
passengers of the car, including a child, were badly hurt. There was blood all over around 
them. There was nobody on the road to rescue the injured except him and he did not 

know what to do. Being badly terrified, he started crying as he felt himself out of senses. 
In the meantime, the child died on the spot due to excessive bleeding while others were 

rescued by some people who reached on the spot later on.

Ikram felt himself down throughout his way to school that he had no skills to handle an 
accident like this. He wished that he could have the first aid training. It was indeed a 
lucky day for Ikram because his class teacher broke the great news to him that he was 
among those few students who were nominated by the school management for Access 

program. This was the turning point of his life. Among innumerable life skills, one was the 
basic first aid and disaster risk reduction training. It was a three days training of first aid 

which equipped all Access students with basic life-saving skills.

He was now a skilled first aider. He was always ready to face any emergency like 
accident, firefighting, and so many other similar situations. He was feeling so lucky to be 
a part of such program which turned a timid li�le boy into a confident and practical boy.
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ACCESS: A KEY TO SUCCESS
Authoress: Maryam Naeem

“You have to cope with the world. You have to cast o� the cover of carelessness if you 
want to shine like a star.” These words of her mother echoed in her ears and she girded 
up her loins to do her best and surpass others. She hurriedly put on her school uniform 
and got ready for school. She had been careless since last few years but she felt great 
slight when her teacher scolded her for her carelessness. Her mother always used to 

advise her but she ignored. That day, all the words of her mother echoed in her ears and 
she promised herself to overcome her carelessness and outshine in every work. She went 
to school and her behavior was changed. Everyone noticed the change in her personality. 
Her teachers were happy to see that positive change in her. After school, she went to 
take the classes of Access. Even at the university, everyone noticed the change in her 

and all were very happy.

Days passed and she was doing her work well. Her school teachers as well as her Access 
teachers praised her for such a positive change. But, there was one problem with her 
then. Previously she was careless but bold; now, she became a�entive and careful but 
silent. This change was also noted by all. Her school teachers tried to make her bold 

again but she did not respond. Her Access teachers also tried to make her speak boldly 
as before but she could not. Then her Access teachers adopted a strategy. They did not 
make her feel that what they were doing. In every discussion, they called her name to 

make her speak. They organized di�erent competitions and her name was also among the 
participants. Her performance in studies as well as in co-curricular activities was up to 
the mark. Her abilities were polished. With the passage of time, she started participating 

in di�erent activities at her school also. All were very happy.

Then the day of annual prize distribution ceremony came. After some performances by 
the students, result was announced. She stood first in her class. She also received the 

Best Student Award and she was extremely happy. When she went to the stage to 
receive the trophy and her award, her eyes were filled with tears of joy. That evening, in 
her Access class, she was surprised when she came to know that she had also won the 
debate competition that was held in the previous week. She was overjoyed. She realized 

that hard work and consciousness can make one excel in one’s work.
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ACCESS CASTS OFF RESTLESSNESS
Authoress: Haya Hameed

She yawned and looked out of the window. It was still dark. She looked at her cell phone 
and it was 3:00am. She could not sleep properly because of her restlessness. Her name 
was Reena. She belonged to a middle-class family.  She was living a good life, but there 
was something in her nature that made her restless. She had great aspirations and assid-
uous but fate stopped her on many occasions from a�aining what she wanted and that 
made her restless. Apparently, there was no hurdle in her way but often circumstances 
turned against her.

She woke up with the alarm and left her bed with prayers on her lips. After worship she 
saw her cell phone. There were many messages. OOne of the messages was sent by her 
close friend. That message was about a program named English Access Microscholarship 
Program and her friend asked her to join that program. She did not reply her friend. She 
went to her parents and inquired about their health. At the breakfast table, she told them 
about the message of her friend. They asked her to join that program but inwardly she 
was confused. After breakfast, she asked her friend about the detail of that program. Her 
friend was already a part of that program and she assured her that she would get many 
chances to groom herself. She agreed but was confused. She thought to appear in the 
interview.

The day came when she had to appear in the interview. Her parents sent her with 
prayers but nobody was aware of the conflict that was running in her mind.
Her interview was good but she did not know about her
selection. After a few days, she got the news of her
selection. She was happy as well as confused. Her
parents were very happy. She started a�ending the
classes of Access. She found great opportunities of
self- exposure there. The teachers were great.
They were amiable and  cooperative. She
found that she could turn many of her
dreams into reality. She had passion
for handicrafts, art work, writing
and painting and she got many
chances to reveal her passion
there. In that program, the
strategy of activity-based
teaching was followed and
that was what she needed.
After spending some time
there, she realized that there
were treasures of opportunities
hidden around her but she did
not get a chance to reach those
treasures. Fortunately, she reached to
her destination and discovered an
entirely new world in front of her.
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ACCESS: A PATH TO EXPLORE WORLD
Authoress: Noor Fatima

Ayesha was an intelligent and a sensible girl. She lived in Rawalakot, AJK. Her father 
was a peon in school .Her mother was a housewife. Ayesha wanted to achieve a big name 
by studying but her father couldn’t a�ord the fee of an English medium school. So she 

decided to join an Urdu medium school as she did not want to be a burden on her 
father.

One day, Access team arrived in her school. They took interview and tests of students. 
After a few days, her teacher informed her that she has passed the test and interview. 

She was very happy .She took her first Access class in the University of the Poonch. She 
was much excited to meet her teachers and class fellows. It seemed to her that she had 

entered a new world full of colours and fragrance.

One day Ayesha’s teacher told her about the opening ceremony in Islamabad. That was 
the first time she was travelling to another city. She was excited to meet new people 

over there.

The whole ceremony was like a dream to her. The Chief of the guest was the President 
of AJK. She felt honored that at such a young age, she got the chance not only to see 
the President but also to talk to him. At that moment, she felt very lucky. She was very 
happy. When her parents knew that she met Mr. President and appreciated by him, they 
felt obliged and thankful to the Access program for providing such an exposure to a 
daughter of Kashmir. It was just a start; she grabbed many opportunities of learning 

during the 02-year of her program and outshone herself in the school as well. She won 
many English debate competitions at regional level. She owed this to Access program, 

which helped her to nurture her abilities.

Before this program, she was very shy but now she was confident and successful as a 
debater. She had not only improved her English through this program but also participated 
in many community service projects. Now she is helping her community children to learn 

English especially those who cannot a�ord to go to English Medium Schools.
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I’M ACCESS
Authoress: Shanza Ibrahim

Arisha was a very intelligent girl but she had no way to show her intelligence. She always 
prayed for the fulfillment of her desires. She wanted to know about the world and 

wanted to express herself but she did not get a chance.

Once, it was a bright day. She was watching TV. Suddenly, she watched an ad about 
English Access Microscholarship Program. After watching the ad, she thought about her 
desires. She was looking for her career in the Access Program. She told her parents 
about that program. They became very happy. Next day, Arisha and her father went to 

the University of The Poonch, Rawalakot for ge�ing an admission.

After some days, Arisha’s father told her about her admission. Next day, Arisha was 
among the Access students and team. She was very happy. She learnt many new things 
from Access program. When her Access team started its activities, Arisha came to know 

about the world. She participated in activities like: HAND WASHING DAY, NELSON 
MANDALA, ABOUT PAKISTAN, 50 States of America, Gender- based Violence and many 

more.

With the passage of time, she became very active. She gained a lot of confidence from 
her Access team. Arisha started to show her inner abilities, confidence, knowledge and 

intelligence in all the

activities. She learnt many new skills. Her all desires of learning were fulfilled by the 
Access Program. She had all the abilities that she needed to face the world. She was 

very thankful to the Access team. She had proved that her success came from Access.
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A TURN TOWARDS LIGHT
Authoress: Eman Hurrian

Haya was an orphan. Initially, her mother used to do a job but she became ill and left 
the job. Haya was very caring about the health of her mother. They were living from 
hand to mouth. Haya was very talented, hardworking and a brave girl. She was a good 

artist and used to draw di�erent sketches on her sketchbook.

They were living in a rented house. One day, the owner of the house came and asked 
them to leave the house if they could not pay the rent. Haya and her mother left the 

house with their bag and baggage.

A boy named Ahmed was also an artist. He was a part of the English Access 
Microscholarship program. He was searching for a partner artist who could help him in a 

community service project.

One day, he was walking on the road. Suddenly, he saw a book on the road. He picked up 
the book and opened it. There were very beautiful sketches he had ever seen. He opened 

the title page of the sketchbook where her name Haya was wri�en with the phone 
number of her mother. He called her and told her that he wanted a partner artist. They 

both worked hard day and night to paint the theme Gender-Based Violence.

Finally, the day came when they had a grand exhibition of their work. It was a huge 
success. All paintings were sold. They earned a huge profit. But they donated the profit to 

orphans. That was their first step. After a few months, Haya became a famous artist.

Ahmed was appreciated and honored by his Access program team for his community 
services. They both received an award from Access Program. Haya was very thankful to 
Access Microscholarship program which gave her a chance to expand her talent. So, that’s 

how Haya succeeded and lead a happy life with her mother.

19



ACCESS MADE ME SUPERSTAR
Authoress: Momina Fayyaz

 Sara and Sana were the stars of a marginalized community. They were best friends. 
They were part of Access Microscholarship Program. Both of them were disappointed 

because their families did not pay a�ention to them. Their families gave more 
importance to boys as compared to girls. Their mothers made special breakfast for their 

sons.

One day, their Access teacher told the students, “We are going to observe Girl Child Day; 
you all will have to bring your parents with yourselves”. Finally, that day came. Students 
gave performance to show women empowerment and showed how to help them to get 
their rights so that, they could face the challenges of the world and meet their needs. 
Some students delivered speeches and some made meaningful posters to show the 

importance of girls. Skits were also performed. Sara said in her speech, “The smiling face 
of every li�le girl is the signature of presence of beauty.” All people were greatly 

impressed by the performance of the students.

At the end of the program, parents had tears in their eyes. The parents of Sara and 
Sana were also among them. They realized their mistake. They had to admit that 

daughters are blessing.

On the way back, Sana and Sara’s parents promised their daughters to give them equal 
importance as their brothers.

They both were happy and thankful to the Access program that it had raised their 
confidence and had given them an opportunity to raise their voice to get equal rights.
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ACCESS IS AN EXPOSURE
Authoress: Iman Ali

 Alina was born in a middle class family. Her father worked as a chef in a hotel. Alina 
was a very intelligent and a creative girl. She was admi�ed to a government school. She 
always worked hard to achieve her aims. She had an inner potential to create new and 

be�er ideas for every work.

One day, a team of Access arrived in their school. They took interviews of the students. 
After a few days, Alina's teacher told her that she was among those few students who 
have been selected for the scholarship program. Her whole family became very happy. 
She was eager to learn. Her abilities all brightened up .Her skills all flourished. The 

Access program polished her creativity as she worked hard.

She had a great interest in baking. She started her online baking store. Her father helped 
her in baking and she used her creativity to decorate those cakes. She used social media 
to promote her business. Soon, she was known well in her area and started to get more 

orders. Her language skills, learnt from Access program, helped her to capture the 
a�ention of audience.

Her cakes were famous for her creative designs. But she was not satisfied yet.

One day, a customer called her and ordered a birthday cake for her daughter. She said,” 
My daughter wants to celebrate her birthday with her friend who lives in SOS village”. 

That clicked an idea in her mind. She called the director of SOS village and o�ered her 
services. She wanted to volunteer once in a week and wanted to teach baking skills to 

their students so that they could also start their own venture.

Months passed, Alina is now working in a five star hotel as a head chef but she didn’t 
forget to go SOS for her volunteer work. That was not her success. That was Access 

Program which groomed her to earn and serve.
 

Now she was happy and her parents were proud of her.
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ACCESS THE TOUCHSTONE
Authoress: Maryam Muneer

Hina often looked at the sky and compared its immensity with the vastness of education. 
She wanted to touch the zenith of success by climbing the ladder of education but she 

could not do so as she was an orphan. Her father died in an accident. She was the 
eldest among all. They had no earning member in their family. So, she was unable to 
enjoy the fruits of education. But she did not lose heart. She took old books from her 

neighbors. She read the books and tried to understand them.

One day, her neighbor told her about the Access program. She went to meet the Access 
team and after the interview, she joined the Access program the Access program. She 
learnt English and gained confidence. She also got information about many things. She 
was then well-versed in many things and well aware of many national and international 

issues.

She had an inner ability to talk and write about social issues. At last, Access program 
gave her scholarship to improve her skills. She started writing articles on di�erent issues. 

She earned money from her writing and spent that money on the education of her 
brother and sisters. She knew the importance of education.

She fulfilled her dreams with confidence because of Access program.

One day, her sister came home and showed her a brochure of admission in Access 
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ACCESS- A STAR IN MY CROWN
Authoress: Muqadis Abdul Qayyum

Sana was a very naughty girl. One day, when her mother came home, she saw Sana 
running in the living room with the doll of her sister, Maria. Maria was shouting and 
running after Sana to get her doll back. Suddenly, Sana hit a vase and broke it into 
pieces. Her mother became furious. She shouted, “Stop!” Sana was in trouble. “Sorry 
Mom”, it won’t happen next.” Said Sana.

That was the daily routine. Her mother didn’t know how to tackle her. She called her 
school teacher and told about Sana. The teacher suggested sending her in English 
language program after school. She was reluctant as she knew Sana’s English was not 
good enough to be a part of English program.

Next day, she went for her registration. She was surprised to know that this program was 
for weak students.

Days were passing; Mrs. Hashim started seeing changes in Sana.  Sana became more 
subtle. She decided to talk to her teacher again. She wanted to know the reason. School 
teacher told her mother.” Sana has found a way to keep busy.”

 
Next Day, she decided to sit with Sana 
after her school. She saw, after completing 
her school homework, Sana started some 
art work. “What are you doing? Dear.” Sana 
replied,” My access teacher gave me a 
task. I have to make an awareness poster 
for human rights”. “Human Right!” asked 
mother surprisingly. “What do you know 
about human rights?” “I have been told by 
my Access teachers about human rights 
and I am thankful to you for giving me 
the right to education. I learnt, I have to 
respect others’ privacy and act as a 
civilized person.” Mrs. Hashim was 
surprised to hear all that and she was 
proud of her daughter.

She wrote a le�er of thanks to the 
Access teacher who helped Sana to get 
transformed from a naughty being to a 
responsible girl.
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ACCESS BRIGHTENS LIVES
Authoress: Bushra Naeem

Sania was the only daughter of her parents. They had limited income. She lived in a 
village. Although she had very li�le facilities, she took great interest in her studies. She 
wanted to make her name and be a source of her parents delight. She was the apple of 

her parents’ eyes. They wanted her to excel in life and bloom like a flower.

One day, she heard about the Access program. With her parents’ consent, she joined that 
program. She learnt many things from that program. She gained confidence. Her abilities 
were polished and her skills were brightened. She proved herself to be a wonderful girl in 

all aspects. Her parents joy knew no bounds. When the program ended, she won 
scholarship. She worked very hard in her life and outshined in her studies. She became a 
doctor. After becoming a doctor, she kept in mind her previous life and planned to serve 

others. She made a hospital for the poor. In the hospital, she examined the patients 
without any fee. She was liked by all the people of her village. She also voluntarliy taught 
in a school She supported the poor students there. All the students and the  teachers of 
that school were much a�ached with her. She advised them to lead an honest life. She 

preached others to be helpful to the poor and the needy.

Cruel are the hands of fate. Her happiness could not last long. She died in a car 
accident. This news spread like a wild fire. That was a big shock for everyone. All the 

people of the village were sad. Her pupils and others donated liberally for the construction 
of mosque in her memory.

Access program made her life bright. This really helped her in every situation.
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EXCEL WITH ACCESS
Authoress: Muhadisa Shoukat

That was her first day at English Access Microscholarship Program. She was much 
confused. She was thinking how to adjust in an entirely new environment. She was 

looking at her fellows. Some of the students were talking while some were silent. That 
was the first day of all of them there.

Her name was Alisha. She was a bright student but had some problems in understanding 
the lessons. She was very hard working but due to her lacking, she was confused. 

Suddenly, the teacher entered the class and met the students. She introduced herself. 
Then it was the turn of students to introduce them. All of them introduced themselves. 
Then the teacher engaged them in some fun activities. That was a new thing for all. 

They were amazed but enjoyed that day.
 

Days passed and they had new experiences. They enjoyed that fun learning. They were 
not taught in this way before. Alisha was also enjoying such a change in her life. She got 
treasures of knowledge from that program. The things, that were once unknown to her, 
were now on her fingertips. She learnt about Human rights, Women rights, Rights of 

children, International education week, American Sign Language, Thanksgiving and many 
more. Most importantly, she learnt about serving others and gratefulness. She did not 

implore about her lacking after a�ending the classes of Access.

In short, she explored new horizons of knowledge and forgot her lacking in understanding. 
She was very thankful to her Access teachers who made her to forget her shortcoming 
and helped to surpass others. She was also thankful to her teachers to enable her to 

learn many things in fun. Access resolved her confusion and made her outshone in her 
work.
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ACCESS – A HIGH-FLIER
Authoress: Ramla Irfan

Hania was very excited that day. She even skipped her lunch and hurriedly departed for 
her Access class. That day was a very special for her. That day, they were going to learn 

the American Sign 
Language. Her younger sister was deaf and dumb. She found it very di�icult to 

communicate with her. She also felt very sorry when she could not understand what her 
sister wanted to tell her. So, she was overjoyed that day as her di�iculty to communicate 

with her sister would be removed by a�ending the Access class.

She reached the class and impatiently asked her teacher to tell them about the sign 
language. Her teacher taught them the American Sign Language in detail. They practiced 

di�erent alphabets of the American Sign Language. They enjoyed the sign language 
phrases and songs. All of them were very happy as they became able to communicate 

with their special brothers and sisters.

Hania was excited to reach home to meet her sister. When she reached home, she ran 
towards her sister and greeted her in sign language. Her sister’s eyes shone and her face 
bloomed with joy when she saw Hania communicating with her in sign language. Hania 

hugged her sister.

Next day, she thanked her Access teachers who helped her in communicating with her 
sister.
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IF IT DOESN’T CHALLENGE YOU, IT WON`T CHANGE YOU
Author: Aryan khalique

Rehan a sterling boy, lived in a village near to Banjosa Lake in Azad Kashmir Pakistan. 
Banjosa Lake was one of the most beautiful tourist spots of the region. Because of its 
phenomenal weather in summer, it remained crowded throughout the summer season. 

Rehan spent most of his evening on the lake enjoying the wonderful natural scenes. He 
always felt troubled to see how carelessly people threw all their trash in and around the 
lake. That was slowly destroying the scenic beauty of the place. He always had a wish to 

get a chance to protect the environment of this a�ractive tourist place.

Meanwhile, Rehan got a chance to join Access program and one day he had learnt about 
the concept of community service from his Access instructor. At the end of the session, 
the instructor asked for the proposals to carry out a community service project. At once, 
the lake clean-up idea struck Rehan’s mind which he told to his instructor. His idea was 

highly appreciated by the instructor and his fellows. After consultation from the 
management his idea was accepted and a one-day Banjosa clean up activity was planned.

On the decided day, all access students and instructors participated in clean-up activity, 
installed their hand-made dustbins and awareness posters. An awareness session for the 
tourists was also arranged to raise awareness about environmental protection there. Rehan 
was very excited to see his dream materialized. He made a group of his friends to look 
after and to ensure cleanliness at Banjosa Lake. He was very thankful to Access program 

which had not only imparted the sense of community service but also provided the 
necessary skills to execute his small community service ideas.
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EQUALITY IS THE SOUL FOR LIBERTY
Author: Asim Malik

Ibrahim was born in a small town, near Rawalakot Azad Kashmir. He belonged to a 
modest family. His father was a carpenter and had a large family to support. Ibrahim was 
the only brother of his six sisters and also he was the youngest among all. He was an 
apple of his parents eyes and also very dear to his sisters. Contrary to it, all his sisters 
were mainly deprived of such care and a�ention by their parents. He was admi�ed in 
one of the famous school in the city while his two elder sisters were never sent to 

school and younger sisters were admi�ed to a local schools by her mother against the 
wish of their father. They only managed to get their primary education and could not 
continue their education further. On one hand, Ibrahim was very happy on this special 
treatment and a�ention, but on the other hand he always felt sad for his sisters who 
were deprived of all the basic facilities and rights. With the passage of time, he had 
learnt that he was living in a male-dominant society where females are only born to 

serve their males and he became used to of it.
 

In the meantime, he was selected in Access where he got a chance to participate in 
various awareness sessions and campaigns. In November 2019, his Access teacher 

announced that they will participate in a campaign with the name “16-Days of Activism” 
to raise awareness about the basic rights of girls. He a�ended many sessions and 

participated in di�erent activities during this campaign. At the end of that campaign his 
mind-set was completely changed. He realized that how he and his parents were doing 

injustice with her sisters. Ibrahim started telling his parents that he should not be treated 
as a special child and his all sisters should get equal a�ention and care. Initially, his 

father opposed his point of view but soon he was also convinced.

Now, they were a complete di�erent family and it happened because of Ibrahim who 
joined access program which helped him learn about the basic human rights, values and 

norms, life skills.

Ibrahim’s parents and sisters were highly grateful to Access program.
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WASTING FOOD IS TERRIBLE
Author: Shahryar Muza�ar

Shahryar was an Access student at University of the Poonch Rawalakot Azad Kashmir. 
Although, Shahryar belonged to a middle class family, but being the only child of his 
parents he always got to eat whatever he wished for. This made him very choosy and 
fastidious. He always demanded expensive foods from his parents which they hesitated 

to provide.

One day, he went to a restaurant with his friends and ordered for so many dishes. Aryan, 
one of his Access fellows, asked him not to do that and advised him to order less 

amount of food. He further told him that all the extra food would go into waste and that 
was excessive. But, Shaharyar did not bother the advice of his friend.

After some days, his Access teacher told his class that they would observe World food 
day in which a very renowned scholar of food sciences with give a lecture. In his lecture, 

he provided very alarming statistics about food wastage and hunger ratio in the world. 
Knowing all this, Shahryar was very ashamed of his act and he decided that he will never 

put his parents in trouble by his unusual demands of foods also he pledged never to 
waste food.
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FROM A RAW PIECE OF CARBON TO AN ACCESS DIAMOND 
Author: Hasan Zulfiqar

Since the day I got my consciousness, I saw my gardener’s child Naeem helping his father in the 
garden and trying to study simultaneously. His e�orts to help his father with the chores and his 
studies could be seen clearly. Naeem was a talented child with creative skills and vast vision. He 

could form creative things from waste and made them look like factory manufactured products. He 
was so fluent with English language that if he was given a flower he could compose poetic lines 

admiring the flower within an instant. But sadly, despite the mountain of talent he had, the 
circumstances didn’t allow him to polish his talent. Studying in a government school, due to the 

poverty, he was confined to grasp only the knowledge he was provided by the school without any talent 
sharpening co-curricular activities. Clearly the talent he had was being neglected. The future was clear 
that he would also be a farmer or a low grade worker because of suppressing his talent. He needed to 

be in a private school where his skills would be polished and would reach at some higher position 
where he deserved to be. But the income of his father was insu�icient to provide him with 

revolutionary studies. I wanted Naeem to get admi�ed in a private school with my pocket money, but 
it couldn’t fulfil the monthly and annual charges of the schooling. I was disheartened by seeing this 

situation.

One day, through a friend, I got to know about the Access program being provided to children to 
enhance their capabilities without being charged at all immediately I took Naeem with me to the 

Access Centre, where he appeared in the test. From the time I stepped into the Centre, I could feel 
the aura of cooperation and reliability and felt sure to register Naeem there. Not only he was given 

free registration, but he was also provided with complimentary stationary, books and gadgets to keep in 
touch with online schooling. He finally got a platform to show and polish his talent. With the help of 

mentors, he began to embrace his talent and got full command on English language.
 

The mentors focused on his poetic mind and refined his creative skills up to a pronounced level. Apart 
from creative skills, his confidence and speaking skills were also filtered. The lack of confidence he 
had due to poverty vanished and he was able to speak in gathering without even flickering once. His 

barren life was now filled with flowers of creativity, hope and success. Due to the Access program, he 
also became more vigilant of the current a�airs.

One day, he got elected to participate on an international poetry competition. His Access mentors 
burned the candles at both ends to amplify Nadeem’s poetic skills. Due to their persistent hard work 

and dedication, Naeem won that competition and his work was published on national level. The 
farmer's child was now a renowned poet because of Almighty’s mercy and Access program’s sincerity 
had tears in my eyes the day Naeem’s book was published because I felt like changing a generation 

through Access .Due to Access, the farmer’s further generations won’t end up living a life like him but 
instead will be exposed to the luxuries of life and modern education.

Verily, Access proved to be a gateway to success for Naeem.

It wouldn't be wrong if I say:

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest“
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ACCESS : A TRIP AROUND THE GLOBE
Author: Osama

Nasir was born in a very poor family in a small town near Rawalakot, Azad Kashmir. His father used 
to work in a private firm and had a very modest income to support his large family. Nasir was a very 
brilliant child since his childhood and he wanted to get his education from a good school which his 

father was unable to a�ord. He was admi�ed to a nearby govt. school against his will where he never 
felt comfortable and well-adjusted until reaching to his grade-8. He always wished for an environment 

where he could showcase his talent fully. One blessed day, some people visited his school and 
interviewed some students including him for a scholarship program. Few days later, he got this great 
news from his class teacher that he was among those very few students who were selected for that 
scholarship from his school. He knew nothing about that program yet he was very eager to join it. Her 

mother proudly told this news to other women of the town that my boy has been selected for a 
scholarship program. Being a child of a highly underprivileged family, he had no access to any such 
opportunity to promote his social skills and potential. The school of which he was a students was 

completely lacking with such kind of facilities to boast his confidence or to equip him with skills to 
participate and compete with the modern challenges of his upcoming life. He still remembered that 
blessed day when he went to the Access Centre to the first time. He found himself in a kind of 
environment which he’d never experienced before. For him, it was actually a day of transformation 

from an infertile life to a cultivated, refined, cultured, and a purposeful life. He finally got the 
platform to fully showcase his talent and abilities and he never looked back. On one side, his 

communication and confidence was improved to a level that he participated and won a number of 
inter-schools debating contests, while on the other hand he became well equipped with all the basic 
life skills and expertise. He not only got a deep insight into the persisting problems at national levels 

but also he was now well aware of the global challenges. From Global Warming to Gender-Based 
Violence, from Food-Wastage to Social Injustice, he was now fully mindful of all internationally growing 

challenges. He, who knew nothing about internet and global village, was now planning his career in 
freelancing and content writing. He remembered how much untamed and a rustic boy he was before 
joining this program with no basic knowledge of cultural values, ethics and manners. Today, when he 
looks back he wonders how a timid, nervous, and a low-performing boy stands out not only in his 

academics but also he feel himself far more be�er than those who had not got a chance to be an 
access student. For him, Access program was a miracle which has given his life a completely new 
dimension and now he was se�ing for new horizons. Access program was actually proved to be a 

gateway to success for him.
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GOOD FRIENDS ARE LIKE STARS 
Author: Hammad Ahmed

Hammad Ahmed was born in a small town near Rawalakot Azad Kashmir. He was lean 
and tall. He was a bold guy. He was born optimist. He was a caring person and quite 
conscious about his responsibilities. He was a level 9th student and part of English 

Access Micro-Scholarship Program as well.

Ali was his Access class mate. Soon they become best friends. Ali was an orphan. They 
pledged to be the friends forever. They did a lot of community service activities in 

Access. Teachers of Access were very impressed by their dedication. They won many 
medals on their wonderful performances. They always helped each other in time of need.

Once, an unfortunate incident occurred in Ali”s life. He was hit by a fast moving bicycle 
and got wounded badly. It was urgent to arrange some blood in order to save his life, but 
there was no one to help. When Ahmed got that awful news, he rushed for hospital as 
fast as a bullet. Ali was in a critical condition. Ahmed step forward and requested Dr to 
take his blood. The Doctor refused to take his blood as he was himself too young to 

donate the blood. But Ahmed resisted, finally he donated the blood to save his friend’s 
life. Finally, Ali got recovered.

The hospital management was amazed over the well groomed and civic behavior of the 
both boys. They were asked how come they become so sincere and practical. They told 
them that they got their personality developed through their Access Teachers. Everybody 

over there appreciated them and wished them good luck for their future.
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COVID-19 AWARENESS
Author: Najaf

Jawed was a bright student of English Access program. He used to participate in every 
activity with heart and soul. He was an active student and Access program was the best 
place for his practice. Access program had transformed Jawed into sensible citizen as 

community service was the best tool for him to prove that.

Things were going smoothly and Access Students learning was on its peak. Suddenly, 
during the month of February, a breaking news spreaded all around that, the world has 
been trapped into a horrible Pandemic and its first remedy was a complete lock down 

throughout the world. Access students were given the awareness session about COVID-19 
and they were briefly taught about possible precautionary measures, in order to save from 
that very deadly virus. Jawad was listening and learning to that carefully. At last, Access 

Centre was also closed because of lock down.

Jawad decided not to stay idle during the pandemic. He motivated some other Access 
fellows and created a task force. At first, they collected some money and made some 
awareness pamphlets and masks. They did not only paste awareness charts and posters 
around the town but also briefed the common citizen about Corona virus prevention as 

they could.

Jawad father felt proud on him and appreciated all Access team on their entire e�ort. 
He also provide, hand sanitizers, gloves, and masks to Jawad’s Task Force.
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HOW DOES INTERNET TRAVEL ACROSS OCEAN?
Author: Ma�i

Bilal belonged to a humble background. Although, Bilal had limited resources and exposure 
but he was a keen observer. It was his hobby to critically analyse everything. He always 
complained to his mother that his school environment was not satisfactory. His mother 

was extremely worried about his future.

Once, Bilal’s mother met with an Access Teacher. She saw that Access teacher was 
engaging her students in some activities. Mother started observing them. They were busy 
doing recycling, she was impressed by the way they were learning. She requested that 
Teacher to take Bilal as her student too. The teacher was cooperative and promised 
Bilal's mother for consideration of Bilal as Access student. She also exchanged her 

number.

One blessed day there was a call to Bilal’s mother. It was an Access teacher who broke 
the good news of Bilal interview for Access admission. The mother became excited and 
took Bilal to the University of The Poonch. After a short aptitude test Bilal got selected 

for Access. It was the beginning of the bright future of Bilal.

Access class room was an ideal for Bilal because it was provided with all modern 
facilities including Multi-Media and Internet. It was the best environment for Bilal to 

quench his thirst for curiosity and knowledge. One Question was haunting Bilal’s mind. He 
always used to think about Internet and its connectivity. On his request His Access 

teacher gave an informative session on how does internet travels. Bilal found out the 
fact about chopping chunks called packets. And the whole process of each packet moving 
through series of hops. It was an amazing research for Bilal. He depicted his experience 
through art and his that work was also shared by RELO Pakistan. It was a proud moment 
for Bilal.. Now he is happy and contented because he has a be�er platform to showcase 

his talent.
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AMBASSADOR OF LOVE & EQUALITY
Author: Hamad

Once, there lived a boy. His name was Abdullah. He was bright and handsome. He had a 
heart of gold. He was fifteen years old. He was the student of level 8th.He lived in the 
ravishing scenic beauty of Kashmir, known as “A Paradise on Earth”. He had a good heart 
and helping others always boosted his spirits. His parents were also concerned for his well 
grooming. He was fond of exploring new things and exposures. Ashar was his best friend 
and they seemed like two peas in a pod. Once, Ashar urged Abdullah to join a two year 
Micro scholarship program, known as English Access. They both gave a test and were 

selected for two years Program. Abdullah became overjoyed as he always thought to be 
the part of Access Program. They kept on a�ending exciting and informative sessions. 
This program had provided them a great platform to explore and share the new horizon 

of knowledge and skills.

One day they were introduced to international sign language Day. They had a session to 
learn the sign language. In that very session they were taught: how to communicate with 
Deaf people. They were trained to learn the sign language. It was a kick for Abdullah. He 
followed the Access rule “Each one and Teach one. He planned to learn and spread the 
sign language to harmonize with the special people. Abdullah started motivating some of 

his Access fellows to join him for the volunteer sessions on teaching the sign language to 
promote their logo of  ”Love for all and hatred for none.” In those sessions Abdullah used 
to teach the local community that disable people (Deaf) are supposed to be treated like 

other human beings and sign language is the best tool to correspond with them.

His volunteer sessions were highly appreciated around the town. Abdullah says, “I have 
just made my feet wet for volunteering and made the community know that disabled 

people should not be hated anymore. I shall continue it in future too to serve the 
community” Now Abdullah is known as golden boy as everyone likes and appreciates him 
for his volunteer activities and devotion. Access brought the revolution in Abdullah’s life 

and he is practicing the same to revolutionize the community.
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I`M A CHANGE 
Author: Umer Khan

My name is Umer khan. I am an Access student. I always like to explore new things and try to get 
opportunity to meet with great personalities. So, in my School or formal classes, I never got such a 
friendly environment and great opportunities, as I enjoyed in Access. I can never forget our Opening 

ceremony of Access.

On the fine morning of 9th Feburary, 2019, we started our journey towards Islamabad to a�end the 
opening ceremony of English Access Micro scholarship Program. Captivating beauty and eye catching 

scenes during the travel made us relaxed and fresh. We all enjoyed the journey and had a lot of fun. 
We sang songs and some students danced with excitement. We arrived at Islamabad at 3'oclock.

First of all, we visited Pakistan Monument to have a short glance on on the glorious history of 
Pakistan. After that we had a night stay in a hostel. It was a first time, we all friends were together. 
We did not sleep all night and had a lot of fun. It was a chance to get to know each other and our 

training of adjustment.

In next morning, we quickly got ready to a�end the ceremony. This opening ceremony was held at 
Ramada Hotel Islamabad., jointly organized by RELO O�ice, US Embassy and Vision Building Future 

Organization. Sardar Masood Khan President of AJK and Mr. John Hoover, Deputy Head of the 
Mission, Embassy, were the guests of honour for the ceremony. They did not only address to the 

participants but they also had a get together with all Access students and sta�. It was an open and 
informal mix up. We asked many questions from them and got a lot of information about their 
personal lives. Mr. John Hoover asked us many questions and appreciated our confidence and 

performance. I am a great fan of Mr. Sardar Masood khan. I took the advantage of the opportunity and 
made a selfie with him. I used that photo as my social media profile picture. This got a lots of like 

and it was a proud moment for me.

It was the first time of my life, when I met and had a close meeting with such a high profile 
personalities. I will always feel honour to share my experience with my family and friends. I will never 

forget this event and I am thankful to Access.
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SUCCESS STORY OF AN ACCESS 
Author: Daniyal Naseem

Once there was a boy his name was Daniyal Naseem . He was student of grade-9. He 
was very confident and intelligent student but in school he could not find an ideal 
environment. The school teachers did not allow him to talk and take part in certain 

activities. He knew more than others and he had true information. He use to look for 
such an environment where he may be able to boost his capabilities.

One day Access teachers came to his school and took tests from all students .He was 
chosen for the program. He was very happy and excited about this Program .This was 

English Access Micro scholarship Program. He had already heard of Access program a lot. 
He was happy and excited to be a student of Access. He told his parents about his 

selection in that program. He took every class with full a�ention. He was at liberty to say 
and do anything he liked .One day he took part in human rights activity; he was happy to 
know about the basic human rights .He took part in so many other activities like virtual 
debate contests and COVID-19 awareness campaign etc. To cut a long story short, his 
experience with Access whether that was observance of specific days, or community 

service or di�erent training sessions; that all caused a complete change in his personality 
and behavior.

He was very happy to become an Access student. Access provided him a kind 
environment. He knew more about events, history and got more up to date and versatile 
.His Parents were also happy to see the change in his life, He become more conscious 
about studies. The best gift he got was the development of his tolerance level. That 
caused him to groom his personality more. . First he was not serious about his life, 
career but when he joined Access, he became more ambitious and zealous. Access 

transformed him nicely!
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PROUD TO BE AN ACCESS SCHOLAR
Authoress: Anishba Ikhlaq

Arman was walking briskly here and there. He was feeling stressed. Finally, phone of his 
father rang. “Yes Arman’s Father here”, Arman was all ears and anxious. “Okay, Thank 

You”. He looked impatiently at his father. “This was call from Access program 
Coordinator, You have been selected for 2 years scholarship”. “Hurray”, Arman ran to his 

father and hugged him in excitement.

Arman was from a small town in Kashmir. His family was living hand to mouth. He didn’t 
have luxury of studying in a private schools with high fees. He was a curious boy and 

wanted to explore about world. He decided to apply for Access Micro-scholarship Program 
and finally selected.

Next day, he went to the Access center. His heart was racing. He was very happy and 
excited to learn new things. This was an opportunity, he dreamt ever. He was shy at first 

but sooner he became comfortable.

As he learned new skills, his confidence grew. He showed his creativity in this program. 
His work was always amazing. All Access teachers liked his posters, poems, stories, cards 
etc. He was very happy to learn about all these things which he had never heard about.

He, who knew nothing about internet and social business sites, is now planning to work 
online and make money for his family. The Access program made him a responsible child 
from an ignorant and naughty child. That Program was a miracle for him which gave him 

a new dimension for se�ing up new horizons. Access Program was proved to be a 
gateway of success for him. He was proud to be an Access student.
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ACCESS-A CONFIDENCE BUILDER
Authoress: Noor ul Eman

Struggling a life as an introvert, Anna having a hard social life. Due to her shyness, she 
didn’t have any friends at school neither she took part in any social and co-curricular 
activities. Inside her heart she wanted to prove others that she was equally competent.

One day after their lunch break, the Head master gathered the students and told them 
about one program, English Access Microscholarship Program. She was listening 

interestingly. He discussed the merits of the Exchange programs and asked students to 
join the program. This was a priceless opportunity for students of that remote locality.

Anna wanted to be the part of this program. Her inner voice was whispering far from a 
corner, that this might be her chance to prove her true-self. But in the eyes of her mind, 
she saw herself in shackles. Anna's teacher was noticing her confusion from her looks 
.Her teacher also gave the name of Anna in the list of the participants because she 

wanted to reveal her hidden abilities finally, she was selected for that program because 
the main purpose of that program was to build confidence and to groom the child.

She was quite nervous in the starting days of that program. The caring teachers and 
personalized a�ention changed Anna. With the passage of time, she was grooming day by 

day. For the first time in her life, she took part in a debate competition. She stood 
winner and won a medal.

At that time, she realized that she had a magic inside her to do everything. That shy girl, 
who was even not able to express her feelings openly, became an active member of 
social and electronic media. Just because of that program, she got a scholarship to 

America. That was her dream and it came true just because of Access. She became able 
to see herself in the eyes of her mind breaking the restraints of nervousness and rising 

above with her beautifully polished wings.
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POWER OF MAKING DECISIONS 
Authoress: Dania Kanwal

Dreaming a life as an astronaut, Hina kept herself busy reading about space, galaxies and 
interstellar objects. Her sister, Hania was also following her steps.

During Access class, they had been assigned to make space project during space 
exploration day. Hina was overwhelmed with her favorite theme. On way back to school, 

they both kept on talking about ideas. They kept discussing till midnight.

In the morning, they both woke up with the voice of their mother. “Get up girls, it’s time 
to school,”

They were walking toward school. Suddenly they heard a strange sound from the bushes 
in nearby park. They curiously moved toward that sound. “What is this?”,Hina exclaimed. It 
looks like a space ship.” Spaceship in a park, Hania asked surprisingly. As they got near to 
the ship, a door opened in front of them. They stepped inside reluctantly. “Is anybody 

there”? asked Hina. No one replied the silence. Ship was very strange from inside. There 
were many bu�ons. By mistake Hina pressed a bu�on. There was a strange ra�le and 

the machine jerked. “Oh! It’s flying”, Hina said frighteningly. “What you have done, Please 
stop this machine”. Hania kept on pressing di�erent bu�ons but in vain. They both fainted 

in panic.

The ship was landed on a strange rocky reddish surface, when they came into senses. 
They alighted from the machine and were amazed at their weightlessness.

They saw strange creatures when they stepped out from the ship. They asked aliens for 
help but they did not understand each other. Hina and Hania taught them few Basic 

English words which they had learnt from Access Program in order to communicate with 
them and to find a way to home back. Aliens were intelligent creatures. They learnt new 
language quickly. Aliens helped them and gave a new ship to take them back to the Earth. 

They taught both sisters to operate that ship. They started their journey. They were 
surprised to see di�erent objects in space. Suddenly engine started roaring and ship 

started shaking.

Then Hina heard a familiar voice, “Wake up, Hina, you got late for your school. Hina 
opened her eyes and realized it was all dream.

On space Exploration day, they both made a model of the space. They utilized the details 
of their dream. All the teachers appreciated them for their hard work. Their model was 
the best among all other models. For their hard work, they got a prize. They both really 

enjoyed working on their dream.

That was their best day during their Access classes.
 

40



WHAT YOU ARE DOING FOR OTHERS?
Authoress: Faryal Arshid

Fordo, in his teenage, with adrenaline kicking in him, was riding his bike furiously like 
most of the other young bloods. He took joy in it and cared for no one on the road.

One day, his friend Max asked him for a ride back to home. He was driving rash on the 
way back. Suddenly, a car came from wrong side hit the rear of his bike. They stumbled 
and Max fell o�. He was hit badly. “Help”, “Help”, Fordo shrieked. To see the blood of 
Max, he became paranoid and started crying. “Please help me to save him”, he shouted.

A boy came near and said, “please don’t just make a crowd here, help me to give him 
first aid”, Men were looking surprisingly at him. “Please call ambulance and arrange few 
bandages.” Fordo ran to nearby dispensary and got bandages and water. The boy gave 
first aid e�iciently to Max. By the time, Ambulance reached and they shifted him to 

hospital. Frodo was shocked, a boy of his age was capable of dealing with such situation.

After few hours, doctor told them that Max was out of danger. Fordo thanked the boy 
and curiously asked him, “Where did you learn all that.” He replied, I had a chance of 

a�ending sessions of Disaster Risk Reduction during my Access program”. Amongst many 
other things, I learned first Aid from those sessions and try to apply my learning 

whenever needed.” Fordo was much captivated by the idea. “I also want to be part of this 
Access thing”, said Fordo. “A new program is going to start soon, you should join that”, 

said the boy. Soon, he applied for the scholarship program and got selected.
 

During his journey with the program, he was a changed man and learned many new 
things. He excelled in fields of community services and language skills.

One day, an earthquake hit the whole area drastically. There were many injured. Frodo 
with his Access fellows were on front foot in helping the injured. They performed an 

excellent job in providing first aid to the injured. They were well thanked by the 
community for their service in hard time.

 

 

41



A PATH OF SUCCESS
Authoress: Fatima Arshid

Lack of resources, firm father who was against the girl’s education, Nadia still was 
thriving to satisfy her thirst for learning. Her mother was her support system. Nadia was 

proud of her mother. She loved her father too but felt afraid of him because of his 
adamant nature. She always had huge appetite for learning which cannot be satisfied in 

her school.

One day while si�ing on her chair and feeling very depressed, she was thinking of her 
future. She didn’t know what she supposed to do. Her mother stepped there and looked 
worriedly at her face. She wanted to help her to find a path to satisfy her craving for 

learning.

Suddenly, her phone rang and there was one of her colleague who told her about English 
Access Micro-scholarship Program. She shared it with Nida. Nida knew if she didn’t apply 
for Program she wouldn’t be able to find another chance. Excitedly, she filled the form 

for program.

Have you submi�ed your form?” asked her mother next day. “Yes, mother. Let me tell 
you, when I reached there, from the moment I opened the door, I felt like I was loved 
by the teachers. I felt so motivated,” the teachers weren’t just teachers; they were like 

friends.”

This became her dream to be part of Access program. She was very excited and happy 
for interview but she was also worried for her father's reaction that he would not allow 

her to join the program.

When she got selected for the program, she shared her fear with her teacher. She talked 
to her father and convinced him to let her to be part of this program. She told him,
he has to pay nothing for this. This is totally free of cost. Finally, her father gave

her permission to join that program.

This was her first step toward successful journey
ahead.
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LEARN, GROW & REFLECT 
Authoress: Ramla

I have read Shakespeare describing this world as a stage and the people as actors and 
actresses. In fact, his description of the world is accurate. Di�erent stages come in our 
life and we face di�erent situations. We come across di�erent people and we learn a lot 
from this world. We play our part on the stage of world and observe others playing their 
part. During our performance on this stage, we learn many new things. We also learn 

many lessons and gain di�erent experiences that are helpful for us. Some of the things 
remain in our mind forever because of their beauty and charm. They make our life 

colourful and make us feel amazing. They make us feel special. Such a thing in my life 
is Access.

I entered in Access with plenty of ambitions. This program helped me put my head and 
shoulder high above many other class fellows at school who are not part of this program. 

I wouldn’t be where I am without Access. It is just a great environment for me and 
perfect for me what I was looking for. This program has transformed hundreds of 

students around me for the be�er.

It turned out a best move of my life and a defining moment when I joined Access. I 
became a be�er students. My grades are improving day by day. I had no ambition but 
now I know I want to be a teacher. Not only a teacher but a change maker like my 

Access teachers.

As the Access program is approaching towards its end, I feel sad. I will always miss 
Access classes. I could never forget this important part of my life.
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BE THANKFUL FOR WHAT YOU HAVE
Authoress: Huma Sayyad

First day at Access was such an exciting moment in her life. Maria was excited about 
meeting new people, and ge�ing involved in program activities. This program had inspired 
her to move one step forward and try to explore new things. Access had challenged her 

in unparalleled ways.

Once there was a session about Thanksgiving Day. They have been taught about; “Be 
thankful for what you have, you’ll end up having more”.

The session ended soon and it changed Maria. She thought of being deprived of many 
facilities often. She taught her younger siblings to be thankful for everything and forbade 
them to implore about more things. From that day she always helped the needy people of 
her society. She often spread the message among her family and friends. That at least 

once in a year sit together and say thanks to Allah.

In this way, that program became a reason for the be�erment of society and Maria’s 
character also flourished. They should also be thankful to each other for small things.

“Be Thankful, Be happy”
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ACTIONS MAKE CHANGE
Author: Humail Qamar

Living in a place known as heaven on Earth, Alina was fond of visiting di�erent places to 
enjoy the scenic view around her. Sadly, more footprints to these natural places, more 
ruined. It sadden her deeply. She was losing the joy of adventure of travelling.

One day, teachers were talking about favorite tourist places around them. Everyone was 
telling about their favourite place. Alina was quite. One teacher asked her,” Why are you 
so quiet, don’t you have any favourite visiting place.” Alina replied sadly, “I like to travel 
but now I don’t like to go anywhere.” “Why”. The teacher asked. Once lush green areas 
with beautiful lakes; now trashes everywhere. We even couldn’t find a place to sit and 
enjoy nature, this is not good. Ok, let’s get ready for an exciting trip tomorrow and see 
what happens.”

Next day, they went to Banjosa Lake, a famous tourist a�raction in out skirts. Sadly, 
Alina was right. There was trash and plastic bo�les everywhere. They were looking for a 
place from where they can enjoy the beauty of the lake. But they couldn’t find a neat 
place. Then teacher came with empty old baskets and garbage bags.
She divided them in teams and gave them garbage bags to collect
all trash and fix dust bins. Alina was shy but when she saw her
teacher is also picking trash she joined them.

Tourists surprisingly looked at children but after few minutes
many of them joined them. It took 2 hours to clean the
surroundings of the lake. Everyone  as clapping for them.
Alina and her friends were happy. That they had not only
done a good thing but also developed civic sense among
some others.

Teacher called all students for lunch.
The enjoyed their lunch near lake.
After, Alina thanked Access for
choosing them for such an
amazing and interesting program
which taught her a lesson “Keeping
clean your City is everyone’s job”.
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A STEP INTO A NEW WORLD 
Authoress: Rabia Safeer

Afia and Adia lived in a small fishing village by the sea in the south of Pakistan. They 
were deprived of basic needs and had to sleep hungry many times.

One day, they were hungry but there was no food in their houses. They went out and saw 
a restaurant person throwing left over food on one side. Afia and Adia went there, they 

picked food from there and started eating.

Ahmed was there with his family on a picnic. He was shocked to see children eating 
from garbage. Next day, during his Access class he shared this with his friends. They 
were surprised too. Discussion became too loud. Suddenly the teacher entered the class 
they all became quite. Teacher asked about the issue. One of the boy told her the story. 
The teacher said, “Every year there is a lot of wastage of food and on other side many 
people sleep hungry.” She said that they should try to prevent the food that was wasted 
every year. It was their responsibility. Whole class was listening very carefully. They felt 

bad as they used to left food in their plate. They decided not to do this ever again. After 
School, when Ahmed sat for lunch, he didn’t fill his plate. His mother was looking at him 
and asked him, “Are you alright?” You have taken a small amount of food.” He told her 

mother what he learnt today. Her mother praised him for her action. She decided to help 
him. Next day, she cooked biryani and made food packets for fishermen community. She 

and Ahmed went there and distributed those food packages among needy people.

Ahmed and his friends started an awareness campaign. They went to di�erent 
restaurants and requested them not to throw that food in trash. Instead, put that at a 

clean place so hungry and homeless people can eat it. Their food saving project became a 
success and appreciated by everyone.

Ahmed was thankful to his Access teacher for showing him a path
to help others.
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ACCESS – LEARNING THROUGH FUN
Authoress: Rimsha

Despite belonging to a beautiful place, Alia like all other girls were not allowed to go to 
school. Even boys were made to work with the menfolk after ge�ing very li�le education.

She was a keen observer and she always thought about di�erent things occurring around 
.Her curiosity made her restless. Her heartbeat made her more restless to know about 

the nature of di�erent things but she was helpless.

One day, she went with her sister in search of some herbs. On the way, she saw many 
green houses near a university. They were strange for Alia. She stopped there. She was 

wondering about what she was looking at. Some Access students were passing by. Judging 
by amusement on her face they stopped to ask, why are you standing here?

Alia told them that she was thinking about these green houses. The Access students 
asked her if she knew about Green House e�ect. Alia replied, ‘No friends but I am 
interested in knowing about that.” The Access students told her about how the green 
houses provided favourite conditions to plant growth. Alia thanked the Access students 

and was very happy that day.

She was very thankful to them. The Access students saw tears in her eyes and asked 
her the reason. She hesitated a li�le but told her all. The Access students said her to 
come there daily at that time so that they might help her in learning new things. She 
agreed. The Access students hugged her and went away. Hope smiled in her eyes and 

her heart leapt with pleasure. She went after her sister to pick some herbs with pleasing 
thoughts surrounding her and making her feel coming out of the cell of ignorance. She 
decided to impart the knowledge she would gain from the Access student to other kids 

of her family.

47



WORLD AT YOUR DOORSTEP
Authoress: Saman Iqbal

“My mother was standing right in front of me with her arms wide open, calling me to her. 
As I came near to hug her suddenly everything vanished and I woke up.” Sana was 
breathing heavily she couldn’t forget that dream.

It was Sana’s mother death anniversary and she was missing her desperately. She lost 
interest in each and everything .While si�ing at the end all alone, one of her classmate, 
Alina, came and asked her, “What’s the ma�er?” she told her that today I saw my mother 
in my dream. “Today is also mother’s day and I am sorry for you and can understand 
how much you would be missing your mom.” said Alina

Everyone in Access class was very excited. They were making cards
and gifts for their mothers.

Sana was just standing and doing nothing because this
day was not for her.

Teacher was telling that Mother's Day was first
celebrated in 1908, when Anna Jarvis held a memorial
for her mother at St Andrew. In 1914, Woodrow Wilson
signed a proclamation designating Mother's Day, as a
national holiday to honour mothers. She was startled.
Now, she was thinking how she could honour her
late mother.

She went home and talked to her father
and arranged a prayer for her mother.
That night she saw her mother in her
dream again. She was smiling at her
with wide open arms. She ran toward her
and hugged her. She woke up with tears in
her eyes. She knew her mother is at a
be�er place and looking for her from above.
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TEACHERS: YOU LIGHT UP OUR WORLD
Author: Khair Ul Wara

Sara got irritated when her teacher called her name in the class and made her come out 
of her imagination. At her school as well as at the university in her Access class. She 
silently expressed her anger for them and did not participated in tasks actively. “All 

teachers are freak I hate them”, she whispered with herself.

One day in the month of October, her Access friends were planning for a surprise party 
for teachers on Teacher’s Day. She refused to participate. “I have no intentions to 

celebrate this day. For what I should be thankful to teachers?”

The day came and all were very happy. They paid tribute to the teachers for their 
dedication toward the students. They made the theme of the day Salam 

Ustad-E-Muhatarm.

Students shared information regarding some best teachers of the past and the a�itude 
of some countries towards teachers. She was silently listening all that but had no courage 

to speak a single word. Students were expressing their views. She felt sorry on her 
thoughts. Tears came out of her eyes and she thanked her teachers for everything she 

never realized.

That day brought a change in her personality. She knew teacher always work hard to 
make them responsible and successful.

Access program broadened her vision and showed her a way to respect others.
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WALL OF KINDNESS
Authoress: Maryam Akhlaq

Everyone feels his own grief but there are only a few people who feel the grief of 
others. Living for oneself may not give inner peace and bliss but living for others gives 
spiritual joy. This world is a garden full of flowers, trees and plants. This garden can 

appear beautiful and fragrant if all the trees, plants and flowers grow properly and they 
can grow if they get the required nutrients properly. The nutrients for this garden are 
love, care, sympathy, sacrifice, fraternity, courtesy, justice, equity, equality and other 

things like these. If we want this garden to be lush green and growing continuously, we all 
have to work for that and provide the required nutrient that we have in plenty. We need 
to sprinkle our love and care on this garden to make it thriving. All this is taught to us by 

Access. Uzma and Sara both were best friends in Access. One day they were walking 
together. It was a cold day and wind was blowing hard. Suddenly, they saw few children 
burning scraps under a bridge to keep them warm. Their clothes were worn out and they 

were shivering in the cold. They both felt sorry for them.

The next day when they went to Access class they discussed this with their teacher.

“What can we do to help them?” the teacher asked. They both said: “Why don’t we do 
something to give the children books and warm clothes.” The teacher said: “It’s a good 

idea, we’ll do it.” Sara suggested: “Why don’t we build a wall to put things for the children 
and other marginalized people? This way we won’t hurt their self-esteem. No one will 
come to know who put things on that wall.” Sara called that the Wall of Kindness. The 
teacher appreciated their idea and assigned them with di�erent task to undertake this 

project.

One person’s grief turned into a collective thought. Everyone was contributing for the wall. 
They were full of positive energy, and respectfulness.

Their hearts were pounding with joy when next day, they saw many warm clothes taken 
and new placed by people.
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